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1000 1ndcpcndence Avenue, SW 
Mail Smp MA-90 
Washington, DC 20585 
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O CAUSE 
' 'ACTION 

Advocatca for Government A.ccotmtnbllity 

A sm(c)\3} l\Q(IfJWfil Corpor;ltlon 

August 7, 2014 

Re: freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Ms. Ko!b. 

12023305842 From: Daniel Epstein 

4{}6 
oo lON Of 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Acl, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (''FOlA''), Cause of Action 
hereby requests ncl·ess tQ;'ll records reflecting communications tO, from, or between the following 
Dcpmtment of Energy "DOE'') employeei) 

l. ~1ark Smith, Clean Cities Vehicle Technology Deployment Manager 
2. Mike Scarpino. Clean Cities Northeast Regional Manager 
3. Rita D. Ebert, Greater Long Island Clean Cicies Coordinate) 

Please resLrict thi s. search to records containing the following names, words, or phrases, and 
reasonable variations thereof: (1) CNO One Source; (2) Teslovich; .(3) Emission Solution~. Tnc. 
(ESJ); (4) Omnitck, Inc.; (5) Nnvistar; (6) Phoenix engine; (7) Syosset Trucks: and (8) Oy~ter Hay. 

The lim!:! pcdotl for this request iQanuary 1, 20 13 to present. J 
Reguest for News Media Status 

For fee purposes, Cause of Act ion qualifies as a "representative of the news media'' under 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(TI). Specifi~.:ally, Cause of Action gathe(s information of po tential interest 
to a segment of th\! public, uses its ccliLOria.l skills (o turn the· raw .materials jnto a distin~I work. and 
distributes that work to an audience. 

Cause of Action gath .. rs news tha~ it n:.gularly publishes from a vru:iety of sources, including 
FOTA requests, whist1eblowcrs/insic.l.ers, and scholarly works. Cause of Action docs not merely 

1g1g Pennsylvania Ave, N·W 
Suite 6so , 

.CauseOfAdion ,washington, DC 2ooo~· 
..., 
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make raw information available to the public, but rather distributes distinct work products, including 
articles, blog posts, investigative reports, and newsletters.' These distinct works are distributed to 
the public through various media, includin~ Cause of Action's website, which has been viewed just 
under 120.000 times in the past year alone. Cause of Action also disseminates news to the public 
via Twitter and Facebook, and it provides news updates to subscribers via e-mail. 

The statutory definition of a "representative of the news media" unequivocally contemplates 
that organizations such as Cause of Action, which electronically disseminate information and 
publications viu "alternative media[,] shall be considered to be news-media entities." 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II). In light of the foregoing, federal agencies- including the Department of 
Energy-have appropriately recognized Cause of Action's news media status in connection with its 
FOIA requests.3 

Request for a Public Interest Fee Waiyer 

Cause of Action requests n waiver of any and all applicable fees pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). This provision provides that requested records sha11 be furnished without or at 
reduced charge if "disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and 
is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester. "4 

In this case, the requested records would shed light on the "operations or activities of the 
government," namely DOE's regulatory enforcement efforts and, through the Clean Cities program, 
its efforts to reduce petroleum consumption and introduce alternative vehicle engine technologies. 
Moreover, the requested records might inform the public of DOE's interaction and cooperation with 
other government agencies on issues of public interest, including emerging alternative source engine 
technology. In short, disclosure would also "contribute significantly" to the public's understanding 
of DOE's general operations. To date, such records have not been made publicly available. 

Cause of Action has both the intent and ability to make the results of this request available to 
a reasonably broad public audience through various media. Cause of Action's staff has a wealth of 
experience and expertise in government oversight, investigative reporting, and federal public interest 
litigation. These professionals will analyze the information responsive to this request, use their 
editorial skills to tum raw materials into a distinct work, and share the resulting analysis with the 

1 Su, e.g., CAUSE Of AcriON, GRADING THE GOVERNMENT: HOW TilE WHITE HOUSE T ARCiETS DOCUMENT REQUESTERS 
(Mar. 18, 2014 ), available at htlp://causeofaction.or&fgradina-&ovemment-white-house-targets-document-rcquesters/; 
Ste also CAUSE OF AcriON, GREENTECH AUTOMOTIVE: A VENTURE CAPITALIZED BY CRONYISM (Sept. 23, 2013), 
available at http:l/causc:oraction.orgf2013/09123/greentech-auromotive-a-venturc-capitalized-by-cronyism-2/; see also 
CAUSE OF AcriON, POUTICAL PROFITEERING: HOW FOREST CITY ENTERPRISES MAKES PRlVATE PROffiS AT THE 
ExPENSE Of AMERICAN T A."<PA VatS PART I (Aug. 2, 20 13), available at http:/lcauscofaction.org/20) 3/08102/political
frofitccring·how·forcst-city·enterprises·makcs·privale·profits·al-the-expense-of-americas-taxpayCTSI. 

Google A11alytics for http://www.causeofaction.org (on file with Cause of Action). 
3 See, e.g., FO!A Request LR-20140441, Nat'l Labor Relations Bd. (June 4, 2014); FOIA Request 14-0109S, Sec. & 
Exch. Comm'n (May 7, 2014); FOIA Request 2014-4QF0-00236, Dep't of Homeland Sec::. (Jan. 8, 2014}; FOIA 
Request DOC-OS-2014-000304, Dep't of Commerce: (Dec. 30, 2013); FOJA Request 14F-036, Health Res. &. Serv. 
Admin. (Dec. 6, 2013); FOIA Request CFPB-2014-010-F, Consumer Fin. Prot. Bureau (Oct. 7, 2013); FOIA RequeSt 
2013-01234-F, Dep't of Energy (July I, 2013), FOIA Requcst2013-073, Dcp'l of Homeland Sec. (Apr. S, 2013); FOIA 
Request 2012-RMA-02563F, Dep'l of Agric. (May 3, 2012); FOIA Request2012-00270, Dep't orinterior (Feb. 17, 
2012); FOJA Rcques1 12-004SS-F, Dep't ofEduc. (Jan. 20, 2012). 
~ 5 U.S.C. § S52(a)(4)(A)(iii). 
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puhl ic, whether through Cause of Artlon 's regularly published online newsletter, memoranda, 
reports, or press rclcascs.5 

Finally, Cause of Action, a non-profit organization as defined under Section 50 l (c){3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, has ru commercial interest in makwg this request. TI1e re{Juested 
informalion will he used solely to .-:ducalc the general public regarding DOE's heretofore 
undisclosed practices and policies. 

Record Production and C<mtuct Information 

In an effort to facilitate s-ecord production, please provide the responsive records in electronic 
format {e.g., PDFs). If a cen<1in set of re. pensive records can be produced more readily, Cause of 
Action rcspcccftllly requests that tho~ records he produced first and that tbe remaining record$ be 
produced on a rolling basis nl\ circumstances permit. 

If you have :my questions about this request, please contacl Ryan Mtll vcy or James Valvo at 
ryan.mttlvcy@causeofaction.org orjnmcs.valvo@causeofaction.org, or by telephone at (202} 499-
4232. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

CAUSE Of ACTION 

s See hup:/lwww.~au scofao::tion . org. 




